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Title	Comment by Volker Radeloff: Please remove this comment box after you have gone through the manuscript, highlighted topic sentences, and checked the corresponding paragraphs (see manuscript checklist).
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2 Address author 2
3 Address author 3
4 Address author 4
5 Address author 5
6 Address author 6
7 Address author 7
8 Address author 8
9 Address author 9
10 Address author 10

* corresponding author: e-mail, phone


Abstract	Comment by Volker Radeloff: Please remove this comment box after you have highlighted the different parts of the abstract in different colors (see manuscript checklist).	Comment by Radeloff: The abstract should have the same structure as your paper as a whole. 

Write the abstract first.  It is a great way to identify the key points, and the main structure of your paper!

Writing the abstract early also ensures that it is edited many times.  The abstract is the most important part of your paper and will be read orders of magnitude more often than any other part.
1-2 sentences Introduction and justification
1-2 sentence goal and objectives
1-2 sentences methods
1-2 sentences results	Comment by Radeloff: There should be one sentence that captures THE main result.  This of this as a sentence a journalist might quote.

Make sure there are numbers in your abstract, not just qualitative results.  
1-2 sentences conclusions

Keywords
3 to 8 keywords that are not already mentioned in the title.


Introduction	Comment by Radeloff: About 1,000 words in length
Starts broad, and narrows down
Quite a few references, but the point is NOT a literature review, but rather a justification for the new research
Rarely any figures
Ideally, the reader should be able to write the last paragraph without having read it
Only ONE goal statement, and that one should be in the last paragraph.  Can be followed by specific objectives as needed
Do not report  that so-and-so studied this-and-that, but instead report findings; 
References should be at the end of sentences, no more than 3 references per set of brackets
Typically no sub-section headings
No methods sketch in the Intro
Ideally no study area description, so that the questions retain broad relevance
Don’t worry about references in your early drafts, but when you work on your references, use a citation manager software.  Saves tons of time later, especially if you decide to switch journals and have to reformat the references.

1-paragraph Opener: starting broad, leading to the main question/theme/research need. 
1-2 paragraph Context and justification for objective 1
1-2 paragraph Context and justification for objective 2
1-2 paragraph Context and justification for objective 3
1 paragraph Goal statement, and specific research objectives (typically 2-5)


Methods	Comment by Radeloff: About 1,000 words in length
Report only the methods that were necessary to obtain the results, not everything that was done
Typically just 1-2 figures (study area, input data)
Use sub-section headings
Include typically only a few references
Study area
1-2 paragraphs describing the study area.  Our study area was in northwestern Wisconsin (Figure 1).	Comment by Radeloff: The point here is to 
tell the reader only what he/she needs to know to understand the results
make a case why this study area is ideal to answer the research qeustions
No need for a broad background.	Comment by Radeloff: Reference figures using MS Words crossreferences.  The list of figures (at the end) is formatted as captions.  To insert a figure reference, go to the references tab, click on crossreferences, chose reference type ‘figure’, and insert reference to ‘only label and number’.  Voila.  The big advantage is that Word can update figure number automatically if you add a figure or remove one (press Crtl+A to select the entire document, and then F9 to update).

Data	Comment by Radeloff: The datasets that are used for the analyses for all objectives are best described upfront.

If each objective used a different dataset, then it is also fine to describe data+analysis for objective 1, then data+analysis for objective 2, and so forth
1 paragraph for each major dataset

Analysis for objective 1	Comment by Radeloff: Make sure that you describe not just the statistical methods, but also how results were summarized
1-2 paragraphs.

Analysis for objective 2
1-2 paragraphs.

Analysis for objective 3
1-2 paragraphs.

Validation, accuracy assessment, robustness check	Comment by Radeloff: The need for this subsection depends on the nature of the study.  Not always necessary.
1-2 paragraphs.



Results	Comment by Radeloff: About 1,000 words in length
Report only the results that are relevant to address the objectives and conclusions, not everything that was done
All other figures and tables here
Highlight the key point of each figure/ table in the text, NOT tons of numbers
Put references to figures and tables at the end of sentences, do NOT describe them (i.e., avoid ‘As figure 1 shows…’)
Use sub-section headings
Includes rarely any references
Results for objective 1
1-2 paragraphs.   

Results for objective 2
1-2 paragraphs.

Results for objective 3
1-2 paragraphs.

Results of the validation, accuracy assessment, robustness check	Comment by Radeloff: The need for this subsection depends on the nature of the study.  Not always necessary.
1-2 paragraphs.




Discussion	Comment by Radeloff: About 1,000 words in length
Starts with a fairly broad paragraph, highlight the key findings, then specifics related to each objectives, and then very broad towards the end
Quite a few references to compare and contrast results with other studies
Makes clear how broadly applicable/relevant these results are
Good idea to repeat goals and objectives in the respective paragraphs, but they have to match last paragraph of Intro exactly
Includes rarely any figures or tables
Use sub-section headings, but sparingly

Avoid statements on future research needs
1 paragraph opener: summary of the key finding and message, parallels goal from intro
1-2 paragraphs Discussion related to objective 1
1-2 paragraphs Discussion related to objective 2
1-2 paragraphs Discussion related to objective 3
Sometimes: 1-2 paragraphs caveats and limitations
Sometimes: 1-2 paragraphs management and conservation implications	Comment by Radeloff: Depends on the journal.  E.g., Cons Bio and EcoApps require it.
Conclusion: typically just one paragraph at the end of the Discussion
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Table 1: Table heading for table 1	Comment by Radeloff: Each table is on a page of its own.	Comment by Volker Radeloff: Please keep the tables at the end of the manuscript, and do not embed them in the text.  The reason is that co-authors and reviewers can print out the document, and find tables quickly without having to go back in the text.

If the journal requires to embed tables, e.g., RSE, do so at the very end prior to submission.
	
	Column header
	Column header	Comment by Radeloff: Tables have to have 12 font and double spacing.  If necessary, they can be landscape format, but its better to avoid that.  If you include a table in landscape format, use section breaks (see table 2 below).
	Column header	Comment by Radeloff: The lines in this example are the ONLY lines that your table should have.  Journals will format tables themselves, and aren’t interested in fancy table formatting by authors.  No extra lines.  No shading of fields.

	Row header
	Number1
	
	

	Row header
	
	
	

	Row header
	
	
	


1 table footnote	Comment by Radeloff: Tables can have footnotes to explain symbols in the table.  Only place where footnotes should be used.
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Table 2: Table heading for table 2, which is a really big table, and hence on a landscape format page
	
	Column header
	Column header
	Column header
	Column header
	Column header

	Row header
	Number1
	
	
	
	

	Row header
	
	
	
	
	

	Row header
	
	
	
	
	


1 table footnote


Table 3: Table heading for table 3
	
	Column header
	Column header
	Column header

	Row header
	Number1
	
	

	Row header
	
	
	

	Row header
	
	
	


1 table footnote


List of figures
[bookmark: _Ref348107989]Figure 1: Caption for this figure.	Comment by Radeloff: All figure captions are on one page.
The actual figures are on additional pages at the end.
One figure per page.
No text, no caption, just the figure (page numbers are fine)
Figure 2: Caption for this figure.	Comment by Volker Radeloff: Please keep the figures at the end of the manuscript, and do not embed them in the text.  The reason is that co-authors and reviewers can print out the document, and find tables quickly without having to go back in the text.

If the journal requires to embed figures, e.g., RSE, do so at the very end prior to submission.
Figure 3: Caption for this figure.
Figure 4: Caption for this figure.
Figure 5: Caption for this figure.
Figure 6: Caption for this figure.
Figure 7: Caption for this figure.






Paste figure 1 here and delete this text.  Add extra pages as necessary




That is all there is to it ;-)
Your manuscript is done!

