


Title	Comment by Volker Radeloff: The entire dissertation outline should not be more than 2-3 pages.
Name of student, and PhD program (Forestry or Wildlife Ecology)
Introduction
1-2 paragraphs Opener: broad, leading to the main question/theme/research need. 	Comment by Volker Radeloff: Motivate your research by questions, and show that the questions are important.

Do not focus on whether something has been studied a lot, or not very much before.  Either case is poor justification for your work.

Similarly, don’t worry about the history of science.  Not important what folks did in the past, or who did what.
1 short paragraph: overall goal of the dissertation, potentially followed by objectives (one for each chapter)
Chapter 1	Comment by Volker Radeloff: Each of the chapter descriptions should a third to a half page long.  Not more than that.  Focus on the why, not the how.  That is why the sentences: on significance at the end of each chapter are so important.	Comment by Volker Radeloff: Each chapter should have a working title in addition to a number.
1-2 sentences: justification
1 sentence: goal and objectives
1-2 sentences: methods
1-2 sentences: expected results and outcomes
1-2 sentences: significance
Chapter 2	Comment by Volker Radeloff: Each chapter will be a journal article.  If you know it already, you can indicate which journal(s) you may target with each chapter.
1-2 sentences: justification
1 sentence: goal and objectives
1-2 sentences: methods
1-2 sentences: expected results and outcomes
1-2 sentences:significance
Chapter 3 (more chapters if so desired)	Comment by Volker Radeloff: Few PhD dissertations have less than three chapters.  One or two more is fine.  
1-2 sentences: justification
1 sentence: goal and objectives
1-2 sentences: methods
1-2 sentences: expected results and outcomes
1-2 sentences: significance
Significance	Comment by Volker Radeloff: This is maybe the most important section of the writeup.  Here your proposal is ‘sold’ to its readers.
1-3 sentences: scientific contributions 
1-3 sentences: methodological contributions 
1-3 sentences: conservation and management implications 
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